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Further Conduct of the Operations/' It expected
renewed opposition by the French and British forces on
the Aisne, with their left wing advanced abreast of a
line St. Quentin-La Fere-Laon, also later on the Marne,
with the left flank resting on Paris. A concentration
of fresh forces on the lower Seine was also considered
possible. An immediate advance of the German Armies
on Paris was to prevent the French Army getting any
rest and stop the formation of fresh concentrations.
" The First Army, with the II. Cavalry Corps under its
orders, will march west of the Oise towards the lower
Seine* It must be prepared to co-operate in the fighting
of the Second Army. It will also be responsible for the
protection of the right flank of the Armies, and will
take steps to prevent any new enemy concentration
in its zone of operations.*
'£ The Second Army, with the I. Cavalry Corps under its
orders, will advance across the line Laon~La Fere towards
Paris. It will also invest and capture Maubeuge and later
La Fere, as also Laon in co-operation with the Third
Army.
" All the Armies will mutually co-operate with one
another and support each other during the fighting.
The strong resistance which is expected to be met on the
Aisne and later on the Marne may necessitate a wheel
inwards of the Armies from a south-westerly to a
southerly direction /*
These directions implied that the First Army would
continue its advance in a south-westerly direction for
the time being. They did not exclude the possibility
of a wheel inwards to the south, such as the Army
Commander had contemplated, should the general
situation make it appear necessary. Information on
* The First Army Idled, as will be seen, to prevent tie concentra-
tion of General Maraoury's Army north-east of Paris

